research. Dr. Klebanoff had continuous NIH funding during his active career and was the recipient of an NIH MERIT Award in 1988. His research led to the understanding of how white blood cells defend the body against bacterial infections. In recognition of the impact of more than 230 original publications and scholarly reviews, he was inducted into the National Academy of Sciences in 1987.
Other Training Unit, Director of the Medical Scientists (MDPhD) Training Program, Associate Chair of the Department of Medicine, and Acting Chair of Medicine (1979 Medicine ( -1980 . His contribution of greatest duration was as Head of the Division of Allergy and Infectious Diseases from 1976 to 1994, heading a group of internationally recognized clinicians and investigators.
In addition to his achievements as a scientist and administrative leader, Dr. Klebanoff's kindness, good humor, and incisive wit made him a much sought after colleague and a superb role model for peers and trainees throughout his scientific community. His enthusiasm and zest for investigation and discovery served as an inspiration for numerous young physician-scientists. Klebanoff was a wonderful mentor for many infectious disease experts that have become leaders in their field across the globe. At a recognition event at the time of his full retirement in 2012, trainees from his laboratory included 15 full professors, a medical school dean, 4 department chairs, 3 associate chairs, 6 division heads, a Howard Hughes Investigator, another Member of the National Academy of Sciences, and a Vice President for Clinical Research. Among trainees who did not go on to careers in academia, Klebanoff remains a valued mentor and a bright spot in the development of their careers.
We ourselves have greatly benefitted from his tutelage, warm support, and this shining example of a modest individual of major achievements, in his professional career and in his life. We will miss Dr. Klebanoff greatly, but to paraphrase a colleague upon hearing the news, "he had a long run and very good innings indeed."
